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COUNCIL 

 

 
Thursday, 14th January, 2021 

 
This was a virtual meeting held using MS Teams and streamed live on You Tube 

 

Present:  Councillor June Harrison (Mayor), Councillors Judith Addison, 
Mohammad Ayub, Noordad Aziz, Jean Battle MBE, Stephen Button, 
Andrew Clegg, Loraine Cox, Paul Cox, Munsif Dad BEM JP, 
Stewart Eaves, Diane Fielding, Melissa Fisher, Glen Harrison, 
Marlene Haworth, Eamonn Higgins, Terry Hurn, Abdul Khan, Chris Knight, 
Patrick McGinley, Michael Miller, Jenny Molineux, Dave Parkins, 
Bernadette Parkinson, Miles Parkinson OBE, Joyce Plummer, Kath Pratt, 
Jeff Scales, Paddy Short and Kate Walsh 
 

Apologies: Councillors Josh Allen, Sara Britcliffe MP and Tim O'Kane 

  

 
The Mayor welcomed everybody to the third virtual meeting of the Council. 
 
The Executive Director Legal and Democratic Services carried out a roll call of those 
present.  All councillors introduced themselves and identified the ward that they served.  
(Attendance is recorded above).  3 councillors joined the meeting after the roll call due to 
technical issues. 

 
107 Apologies for absence 

 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillors Josh Allen, Sara Britcliffe 
MP and Tim O’Kane. 
 

108 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 
 
There were no declarations of interest or dispensations notified. 
 

109 Announcements 
 
The Mayor announced that since the last Council meeting infection rates had greatly 
increased across the country and again citizens found themselves in a lockdown situation.  
However, vaccines were rapidly being rolled out to priority groups, so the end might now be 
in sight. 
 
She implore residents to stay resolute during this final push and to continue to follow the 
rules. 
 
1) Best Wishes 
 
The Mayor noted that Councillor Tim O’Kane’s absence tonight was due to a recent hospital 
procedure.  On behalf of the Council she expressed best wishes and hopes for a speedy 
recovery. 
 
2) Sad News 
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The Mayor expressed her deepest sympathies to the families and friends of two former 
councillors who had sadly passed away shortly before Christmas. 
 
Mrs Joan Scholes had died on Monday, 30th November 2020, aged 90.  Joan had been a 
Conservative Councillor, and party deputy leader, who served the Baxenden ward between 
1991 and 1995. 
 
Mrs Lisa Allen had died on Thursday, 24th December 2020, aged only 55.  Lisa had been a 
Conservative Councillor for 4 years between 2015 and 2019 for the St. Oswald’s ward, and 
was a member of many community groups.  The Mayor added her sincere condolences to 
Lisa’s family and in particular to one of her sons, Councillor Josh Allen, who continued to 
uphold the family tradition of public service as a current Member of the Council. 
 
Councillors Marlene Haworth, Miles Parkinson OBE and Jean Battle MBE spoke about their 
experiences of their former colleagues. 
 
3) Appreciation for Key Workers 
 
The Mayor again offered her thanks to all key workers who were helping to get the citizens 
of Hyndburn through these difficult times. 
 
4) Vaccination Programme 
 
Councillor Miles Parkinson OBE, the Leader of the Council, noted that the vaccination 
programme, which was critical in fighting the pandemic, had already started to be rolled out 
at the Acorn NHS Primary Healthcare Centre. 
 
5) Update on the COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
The Chief Executive of the Council, David Welsby, provided an update on the impact of 
COVID-19 on the Borough. 
 
Since Mr Welsby’s previous statement to Council on 18th November 2020, the number of 
confirmed cases in the UK had more than doubled and now stood at over 3.1 million 
compared to the 1.4M total 8 weeks ago. 
 
Focussing in to the local level, the UK figures included the following:- 
 

England 2.7M 

Lancashire 70,000 

Hyndburn 5,600 

 
In the most recent week, the Office for National Statistics Infection Survey estimated that 
around 1 in 50 people currently had the virus across England, a figure that rose to 1 in 30 in 
London.  There was no comparative figure provided for Lancashire, although it would sit 
somewhere between the London and National rates. 
 
In the week to 8th January 2021, the case rate in Hyndburn stood at 721 per 100,000.  This 
was the highest level recorded in the Borough since the start of the pandemic, and 
represented a sharp increase of some 179% since Christmas.  The same pattern of rapidly 
increasing case numbers had been seen across the country and the North West region, 
and it was believed that this was being fuelled by the second variant virus, which was 
dominating the current spread. 
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Whilst the last 8 weeks had seen an extraordinary growth in the number of people infected 
with the virus, news reports yesterday had suggested that there were some early 
indications that the case numbers might have reached a peak and might now be starting to 
decline in the areas that had been experiencing the highest rates.  While the data needed 
to be monitored carefully, there were signs that this pattern might be true for Hyndburn and 
it was hoped, therefore, for an improving picture over coming days and weeks.    
 
Deaths 
 
Sadly, everybody was all too aware that in the worst of cases the virus also led to, or was 
associated with, a loss of life. 
 
In the UK, the total number of deaths recorded within 28 days of a COVID diagnosis stood 
at over 85,000.  Since the last report to Council in mid-November 2020, a further 49 
residents had died in the Borough, taking the total to 128. 
 
Hospitals 
 
A picture across hospitals was provided.  Nationwide, there had been reports about the 
pressures that the latest surge in cases was placing on hospitals, together with the NHS 
and care system more generally.  In summary, this was now a very challenging situation, as 
the high case numbers gave rise to high hospital admissions and high levels of demand for 
Intensive Care. 
 
While some regions of the country had experienced a period of respite after the first wave 
of the pandemic, this was not the case in Lancashire and the local NHS system had been 
under constant pressure since the first wave.  Today, the level of demand due to COVID 
was higher than at any other time, and this was particularly true in Blackburn Royal Hospital 
where the number of COVID patients had now risen to over 300 (doubling since Christmas), 
with a further 180 being cared for through a virtual ward, and 32 in Intensive Care beds.  
 
These numbers were unprecedented and the work of the local NHS system in the face of 
unrelenting pressure, fatigue, and reduced staffing due to COVID was nothing short of 
remarkable. 
 
In the days and weeks ahead residents could expect the levels of hospital cases to remain 
high due to the lag between case numbers reaching their peak, and the hospital admissions 
that resulted from it.  On behalf of the Council, the Chief Executive extended continued best 
wishes and thanks to all involved in the NHS and care system for the work that they were 
doing. 
 
Vaccination 
 
At the previous Council meeting, Mr Welsby had reported that the situation was moving 
forward rapidly in Lancashire, with work to deliver vaccination centres that would enable 
healthcare providers to start the programme of mass vaccination. 
 
Today, there was now a strong programme of vaccination underway in Lancashire, 
provided through a network of Hospitals and Primary Care sites such as the Acorn 
Healthcare Centre in Accrington. 
 
Currently, these sites were focussing on the nationally identified priority groups of people in 
the 80+ age group, people in residential care, care workers and frontline NHS staff.  By 12th 
January 2021 over 108k vaccines had been administered in Lancashire and South 
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Cumbria, and the systems in place were ready and able to scale up as more vaccine was 
made available to Lancashire. 
 
From next week onwards, an additional network of Mass Vaccination Centres would be 
introduced across the County, enabling authorities to accelerate the vaccination programme 
as supplies allowed.  In Lancashire, the target was that everyone working or living in care 
homes would have received their first vaccination within the next two weeks. 
 
Progress that had been made on vaccination was strong and the Council would do all it 
could to support the work that the NHS was doing on this over coming weeks and months. 
 
The roll out of vaccination was now the key priority in the fight against the pandemic.  
Vaccination would massively reduce the number of people infected with the virus.  Where 
people were infected, it would significantly reduce the risks of them needing hospitalisation 
and where they were hospitalised, it would significantly reduce the number who died with 
the disease. 
 
As result of this, vaccination would help to make sure that the NHS system was not 
overwhelmed and prevented from doing all the other work that the people all needed and 
relied on. 
 
For these reasons, everyone was urged to take up the offer of vaccination when it was 
made and support public authorities in the steps they needed to take to overcome the 
pandemic. 
 
Councillor Stewart Eaves, Patrick McGinley, Noordad Aziz and Abdul Khan made number 
of comments on the pandemic, particularly with regard to vaccination.  The Chief Executive 
responded that no decision had been made nationally about the possibility of 24 hour/day 
vaccination, but a huge programme was already under way.  GPs were responsible for 
organising the invitations for vaccination being sent to their patients via letter or phone calls.  
Other priority groups were being contacted separately. 
 

110 Confirmation of Minutes 
 
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th November 2020 were submitted for 
approval as a correct record. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 19th 

November 2020 be approved as a correct record. 
 

111 Question Time 
 
The Mayor reported that no questions had been submitted under this Agenda Item. 
 

112 Urgent Decisions Taken 
 
Members considered a report on the following decisions taken under Council Procedure 
Rule A24, the Council Urgency Procedure:- 
 

No. Decision Heading Date of Approval 

(a) To rescind the decision of the Judicial Committee made on 
25th November 2020 in respect of a private hire driver's 
licence, in the light of new information, to enable a differently 
constituted committee to be formed to hear the matter afresh.  
(NB. The urgent decision report was confidential) 

15th December 
2020 
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Resolved - To note the report on urgent decisions taken. 
 

113 Minutes of Cabinet 
 
The minutes of the meetings of Cabinet held on 11th November and 9th December 2020 
were submitted. 
 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted. 
 

114 Minutes of Committees 
 
The Minutes of the following meetings were submitted: 
 

Meeting (Municipal Year 2020/21) 
 

Date 

Judicial Committee (Private Hire and Hackney Carriage Licensing) 25th November 2020 

 
Resolved - That the Minutes be received and noted. 
 

115 Motion(s) submitted on Notice 
 
1) Motion Submitted on Notice – Skipton to Colne Rail Line 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Noordad Aziz and seconded by 
Councillor Dave Parkins under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“This Council for a number of years has supported the reopening of the Skipton to Colne 
rail line and resolves to write to the Department of Transport to reiterate its support for this 
project and ask that Government uses the approval as a key part of the Government’s 
‘levelling up’ agenda. 
 
This project will not only open up the rail network in the North but improves East - West 
connectivity on a congested rail network. 
 
The line will drive economic and social mobility in East Lancashire and provide a boost to 
some of the most deprived communities. 
 
We have seen the benefits of the Todmorden Curve to Hyndburn and East Lancashire and 

the Council recognise that the Skipton to Colne rail link will have a similar impact.” 
 
Councillor Noordad Aziz provided the following points by way of an introduction to the 

Motion:- 

 

 Concerns expressed around a policy change in the way that new rail schemes were 

selected for approval. 

 Reinstatement of the Skipton to Colne line would support the Government’s levelling 

up agenda. 

 Concern that the Government had already withdrawn funding for Transport for the 

North’s ticketing scheme. 

 Concern that Hyndburn had again missed out on High Street funding, hindering 

economic regeneration. 
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 A reminder that in 2015 the Council had passed a motion about delays to the 

commencement of services to Manchester via the Todmorden curve, as new rolling 

stock had instead been earmarked for Oxfordshire. 

 Increasing passenger numbers seen following the eventual reopening of the route to 

Manchester had empowered citizens, improved social mobility and economic 

confidence.  It heralded the likely benefits of the Colne to Skipton scheme. 

 The new route would provide easy connections to job markets, financial services 

and universities, thereby attracting people to the area. 

 The project could also link in with proposals for a Strategic Rail Freight Terminal 

(SRFT) at Huncoat. 

 
Councillors Marlene Haworth, Munsif Dad BEM JP, Miles Parkinson OBE, Stephen Button 
and Kath Pratt spoke in favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 Acknowledgement that the MP was working hard to address the economic and 

social mobility issues identified. 

 Caution about expectations around available funding in the immediate future, in the 

light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Thanks to Councillor Aziz for his role in championing transport issues. 

 Future transport connectivity was crucial to economic development.  East 

Lancashire had been relegated to a branch line since the Second World War.  

Improved connections to Leeds and Bradford and an SRFT at Huncoat would create 

an economic boost to the area and reduce HGVs on the road network, supporting 

the Green Agenda.  A financial case would need to be worked up. 

 Member or Parliament for Pendle, Andrew Stephenson MP, had been appointed as 

Minister of State at the Department for Transport and could help drive forward these 

proposals, which had been discussed for over a decade. 

 Personal experience of the difficulties of commuting to West Yorkshire were 

provided. 

 Further work was still required to improve the links southwards to Manchester. 

 
Councillor Noordad Aziz summed up by saying that the pandemic would begin to ease and 
travel would again open up.  Reinstatement of the Skipton to Colne line was part of the 
vision for regeneration, which would be driven by improvements to infrastructure.  
Councillor Aziz was a member of the Skipton-East Lancs Rail Action Partnership (SELRAP) 
and had met representatives of both Northern (the rail operator) and Transport for the North 
to discuss this issue. 
 
After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council notes that it has, for a number of 

years, supported the reopening of the Skipton to 
Colne rail line and resolves to write to the 
Department of Transport to reiterate its support for 
this project and ask that Government uses the 
approval as a key part of the Government’s ‘levelling 
up’ agenda. 

 
2) Motion Submitted on Notice – UK Shared Prosperity Fund 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Dave Parkins, in the absence of 
Councillor Tim O’Kane, and seconded by Councillor Stephen Button under Council 
Procedure Rule A9:- 
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“That this Council with some urgency seeks clarification of the Government’s intentions to 
roll out the UK Shared Prosperity Fund which is intended to replace EU funding from 
comparative sources.  To quote the Government’s own words: The planned fund will target 
the places most in need across the UK, the Treasury document said, including ex-industrial 
areas, deprived towns and rural and coastal communities, and “help to level up and create 
opportunity across the UK for people and places”. 
 
The paper said: “It will support people and communities, opening up new opportunities and 
spurring regeneration and innovation.” 
 
The scheme will provide support in areas including investment in employment and skills 
training, cultural and sporting facilities, and community-owned assets. 
 
This Council notes that whilst the voluntary sector currently receives some £500 million 
annually from this fund, the UKSPF has just been delayed until 2022 with no interim 
measures announced yet.  That this Council instructs the Chief Finance Officer to direct 

local voluntary groups serving Hyndburn to whatever funding streams are available.” 
 

Councillor Dave Parkins outlined the concerns raised that UKSPF had been delayed until 

2022, which was intended to replace some £500 million annual funding for the voluntary 

sector from the EU.  

 
Councillors Stephen Button and Noordad Aziz spoke in favour of the motion.  Issues raised 
included the following:- 
 

 A call for the Government to make good on its promise to replace the EU Structural 

Funds which were relied on by so many groups. 

 The funds were designed to support routes into employment, opportunities for 

young people and certain capital projects. 

 The Government and Brexiteers were challenged to deliver on their promises, which 

so far had seen shellfish rotting in storage and eels stuck at border controls. 

 
Councillor Dave Parkins summed up by thanking all for their comments and seeking 
support for the motion submitted by Councillor O’Kane. 
 
After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved (1) That this Council resolves, with some urgency, to 

seek clarification of the Government’s intentions to 
roll out the UK Shared Prosperity Fund which is 
intended to replace EU funding from comparative 
sources. 

 
(2) That this Council notes that whilst the voluntary 

sector currently receives some £500 million annually 
from this fund, the UKSPF has just been delayed 
until 2022 with no interim measures announced yet 

 
(3) That this Council instructs the Chief Finance Officer 

to direct local voluntary groups serving Hyndburn to 
whatever funding streams are available. 
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3) Motion Submitted on Notice – Cuts to Universal Credit 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Glen Harrison and seconded by 
Councillor Paul Cox under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“This Council notes: 

 

 Next April the Government plans to cut the benefit level for millions of claimants by 

ending the time limited increase to the basic rate of Universal Credit (and the tax 

credit equivalent) announced by the Chancellor on 20th March as part of his 

pandemic response package. 

 The £20 a week boost reflected the reality that the level of benefits were not 

adequate to protect the swiftly increasing number of households relying on them as 

the crisis hit.  Exactly because that increase was a very significant and welcome 

move to bolster low - and middle - income families' living standards, its removal will 

be a huge loss, impacting Hyndburn residents unfairly at an already difficult time. 

 The increase in benefits has had a positive effect on the lives of thousands of 

Hyndburn claimants who are better able to pay for life’s essentials such as food, 

clothing and utilities. 

 The local economy has also benefited from the increase in benefit levels as 

claimants spend their money locally thereby supporting local businesses and jobs. 

 We believe pressing ahead would see the level of unemployment support fall to its 

lowest real-terms level since 1990-91, and its lowest ever relative to average 

earnings.  Indeed, the basic level of out-of-work support prior to the March boost 

was – at £73 a week (£3,800 a year) – less than half the absolute poverty line. 

 We resolve that this Council resolves to write to the Chancellor, Rishi Sunak and to 

the Prime Minister, Boris Johnson demanding that the £20 increase to Universal 

Credit is made permanent and extended to claimants on legacy benefits. 

 We resolve to work with other local government organisations to form a coalition to 

pressure the Government to make the £20 increase to Universal Credit permanent.” 

 
Councillor Glen Harrison provided the following points by way of an introduction to the 
motion:- 
 

 By April the Government would cut funding for millions. 

 The current £20 boost to Universal Credit was a welcome move, but its removal 

would be a huge loss. 

 The benefit provided for essential food and clothing, and directly supported local 

jobs and the economy. 

 Loss of the benefits top-up would see support fall to 1991 levels. 

 
Councillors Kate Walsh, Stewart Eaves, Paddy Short, Paul Cox and Abdul Khan, spoke in 
favour of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
 

 The £20 was vital to the families across the UK who relied on it, particularly in the 

face of rising food and energy costs, leading to increased arrears. 
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 The cuts amounted to taking money from the most vulnerable in society.  The 

Government should first ensure that those avoiding tax were made to pay, so as to 

help the most vulnerable. 

 Some families in the Borough were really struggling, with parents having to choose 

not to eat in order to feed their children. 

 In 2019/20 approximately 1.9 million people used a foodbank in the UK.  An 

additional 600k children were now living in poverty compared with 2012.  These 

were friends and neighbours. 

 Personal experience volunteering at the Hyndburn Hub had highlighted the effects 

of poverty.  The £20 increase in benefits had been the first such rise in 5 years and 

had been a step in the right direction.  As at March 2020 there had been around 

5,800 Universal Credit claimants in Hyndburn.  The number had increased to 9,500 

by November 2020.  People on Universal Credit were not doing so by choice, and 

were not all linked to the effects COVID-19.  Retraining and getting people back into 

work would take time. 

 There appeared to be little levelling up taking place.  For every 30 children in the 

classroom, 8 were living in poverty.  The MP was challenged to call upon the 

Government to redirect wealth from multi-national corporations to the poorest in 

society. 

 The most deprived wards in Hyndburn, such as Central Ward, had lots of residents 

who would struggle without the £20 supplement. 

 
Councillor Glen Harrison summed up by highlighting that the Government had preferred to 
focus only on jobs, not on welfare.  In fact, some 31% of the 5.7M people on Universal 
Credit were already in work.  The Government had committed to keep the matter of 
Universal Credit under review, but the funding was crucial given the current recession.  
 
After the debate and in accordance with Council Procedure Rule A16.5, a recorded vote 
was called for on the motion by the requisite number of councillors.  The votes were 
recorded as follows:- 
 
For the Motion: 
 
Councillor June Harrison (Mayor), Councillors Judith Addison, Mohammad Ayub, Noordad 
Aziz, Jean Battle MBE, Stephen Button, Andrew Clegg, Loraine Cox, Paul Cox, Munsif Dad 
BEM JP, Stewart Eaves, Diane Fielding, Melissa Fisher, Glen Harrison, Marlene Haworth, 
Eamonn Higgins, Terry Hurn, Abdul Khan, Chris Knight, Patrick McGinley, Michael Miller, 
Jenny Molineux, Dave Parkins, Bernadette Parkinson, Miles Parkinson OBE, Joyce 
Plummer, Kath Pratt, Jeff Scales, Paddy Short and Kate Walsh. 
 
Against the Motion 
 
None 
 
Abstentions 
 
None 
 
The motion was therefore carried. 
 
Resolved (1) That this Council notes the points set out at bullets 

1 to 5 above in respect of Universal Credit. 
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(2) That this Council resolves to write to the Chancellor, 
Rishi Sunak MP and to the Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson MP, demanding that the £20 increase to 
Universal Credit is made permanent and extended to 
claimants on legacy benefits. 

 
(3) That this Council resolves to work with other local 

government organisations to form a coalition to 
pressure the Government to make the £20 increase 
to Universal Credit permanent. 

 
4) Motion Submitted on Notice – Drain Clearing in Hyndburn 

 
The following motion was proposed by Councillor Glen Harrison and seconded by 
Councillor Stephen Button under Council Procedure Rule A9:- 
 
“Many roads in Hyndburn suffer poor drainage which causes hazardous driving conditions 
on Hyndburn roads. 
 
As councillors we report blocked gullies with regularity only to find that the standard of 
works performed is inefficient and quite often offers no improvement whatsoever in 
remedying the issue of flooding. 
 
One such road is Lottice Lane in Hyndburn between Britannia Inn on Haslingden Old Road 
and King Edward Pub at Guide. 
 
This road is a main cut through for many Oswaldtwistle residents to access Royal 
Blackburn Hospital.  It is a very fast road with visibility issues at certain points.  This road is 
quite simply flooded often even in light rain.  As the weather grows colder conditions on this 
road will only worsen.  I requested added storm drains in this area however as yet this has 
not occurred. 
 
Hyndburn Council resolves to write to the Highways Department at Lancashire County 
Council, requesting that a full and urgent review is undertaken regards the state of 
Lancashire’s gullies and review the effectiveness of their interventions when clearing 
drains. 
 
Presently the system employed by Conservative controlled Lancashire County Council is 
simply not efficient and a waste of taxpayers’ money.” 
 
Councillor Glen Harrison highlighted the following points by way of an introduction to the 
Motion:- 
 

 Drainage at this location was poor and hazardous to traffic. 

 The situation had been reported often. 

 Lottice Lane remained a principal route to access the Royal Blackburn Hospital. 

 The road frequently flooded even in only light rain. 

 The system was not effective and an urgent review should be carried out by 

Lancashire County Council’s Highways Department. 

 
Councillors Stephen Button, Marlene Haworth, Andrew Clegg, Stewart Eaves, Munsif Dad, 
Paul Cox, Noordad Aziz, Judith Addison, Abdul Khan and Patrick McGinley spoke in favour 
of the motion.  Issues raised included the following:- 
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 The route was particularly hazardous to motorcyclists in the wet. 

 Concern that the issues in Hyndburn were not dealt with as a priority by the County 

Council. 

 Acknowledgment that there were numerous gullies across the Borough that needed 

attention. 

 An extract from a letter from Lancashire County Council to the Leader of the 

Opposition was read out, indicating that work had been completed on rebuilding 

some of the gullies on Lottice Lane, which now ran free, but that further run-off 

works were due to start soon. 

 It was suggested that many of the problems were due to legacy issues arising from 

previous underinvestment. 

 The general state of the roads, including gullies and potholes, had been a cause of 

concern over numerous years, despite Council Tax increases.  Vehicles hitting 

potholes filled with water could easily soak pedestrians.  Proper investment was 

required. 

 Personal experience of travelling this route and the number of potholes and 

incidence of flooding, leading to risks of aquaplaning. 

 The highways issues were thought to be similar across Lancashire and were due to 

underinvestment.  Outsourcing of highways services, did not help causing delays to 

repairs.  By way of example, four blocked gullies on Hyndburn Road near Matalan 

had been reported over 12 months ago. 

 There were dangers to cyclists, particularly given that cycling was being actively 

promoted due to its health and wellbeing benefits. 

 The fact that repairs only appeared to be carried out after being reported at Council, 

rather than as part of an on-going programme.  This was in the face of 74% of 

Council Tax making up the County Council’s precept. 

 Similar highways issues reported in relation to Great Harwood, including St Hubert’s 

Street and St Edmund Street. 

 Acknowledgement that the frequency of clearing gullies had been reduced over time 

and the need for more regular cleaning to be reintroduced. 

 
Councillor Glen Harrison summed up by acknowledging that highways issues spanned the 
whole of Lancashire, but that the Controlling Group in Hyndburn would continue to highlight 
issues in the Borough.  The claim that all gullies were running free on Lottice Lane was not 
a permanent solution, as the detritus soon built up again.  That road remained in a 
potentially dangerous condition, but the risks could be mitigated by regular sweeping and 
drain clearing. 
 
After the debate, the motion was put to the vote and declared carried. 
 
Resolved - That this Council resolves to write to the Highways 

Department at Lancashire County Council, 
requesting that a full and urgent review is 
undertaken regards the state of Lancashire’s gullies 
and a review of the effectiveness of their 
interventions when clearing drains. 

 
The Mayor thanked all for their attendance (virtually) and reminded Members that the next 

meeting would be the Budget Setting meeting on 25th February 2021. 

 

She implored everyone to stay safe and to continue to play their part in protecting others. 
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Signed:…………………………………………… 
 

Date: …………….………………………………………… 
 

Chair of the meeting 
at which the minutes were confirmed 

 
 


